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A LETTER, Writ by Mijn Heer 
FAGEL, Penlioner of Holland, to Mr. 


| Zames Stewart, Advocate; Giving an Ac- 
_ count of the Prince and Princeſs of Orange's 


thoughts concerning the Repeal of the Zeft, 
and the Penal Laws. 


SIR, | 
Am extream ſorry, that my ill health hath ſolong hindred 
me from Anſwering thoſe Letters, in which you ſo earneſt- 
ly defired to know of me, what their Highneſſes thoughts are, 
concerning the Repeal of the Penal Laws,and more particularly 
of that concerning the Teſt : 1 beg you to aſſure your ſelf, that 
1 will deal very plainly with you in this matter, and without 
Reſerve, ſince you ſay that your Letters was writ by the King's 
knowledge and allowance. I muſt then #-/ of all affure you 
very poſitively, that their Highneſſes have often declared, as 
They did more particularly to the Marquis of Alzeville, His 
Majeſtics Envoy Extraordinary to the States, that it is their O- 
pinion, That no Chriftian ought to be perſecuted for his Conſcience,or 
be ill uſed becauſe he differs from the publick and and eſtabliſhed Re« 
ligion : And therefore, they can conſent, that the Papifts in Eng- 
land, Scotland and Ireland be ſuffered to coutinue in their Relc- 
gion, With as much Liberty as is allowed them by the Stares 
_ theſe Provinces ; in which it Cannot be denied, that they en- 
{ya full Lib:riy of Conſcience. And as for the Dz/ſexters, Their 
Hlighneſſes do not only conſent, but do heartily approve of "their 
having an entire Lyberty, for the full Exerciſe of their Religion, 
without any trouble or hindrance; fo that none may be able 
to give them the leaſt diſturbance upon that account, 
Ard their Highneſſes are very ready, in caſe His Majeſty ſhall 
think fit to deſire it, to declare their willti.gaeſs to concur in 
the ſettling, and confirming this Liberty, and as far as it hes in 
thim, they will protect and detind it, and according to the 
A Langu: ge 
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Language of Treaties, They will confirm it with their Guar- 
ranty, of which you made mention in yours. : 

And if His Majeſty ſhall think fit fuether to defire their con- 
currence in the Repealing of the Penal Laws, They are ready 
to give it; provided always that thoſe Laws remain ſtill in their full 
vigour, by which the R. Catholicks are ſhut out of both Houſes of Par- 
liament, and cut of all publick Employments, Eceleſiaſtical, Civil and 
Military ; as likewiſe all thoſe other Laws, which contirm the 
Prote#tant Religion, and which ſecures it againſt all the attcmpts 
of the Roman Catholicks. 

But "Their Hrghneſſes cannot agree to the Repeal of the Teſt, 
or of thoſe other Penal Laws lait mentioned, that tend to the | 
ſecurity of the Proteftant Religion ; lince the R. Catholicks re- 


_ceive no other prejudice from theſe, than the being excluded 


from Parliaments, or from publick Employments. And that by 
them the Proteſtant Reliricn is covercd from all the Deſigns of 
the R. Catholicks againit it, or againſt the publick ſafety; And 
neither the Teſt nor theſe other Laws can be ſaid to carry in them 
any ſeverity againſt the Roman Catbolicks upon account of their 
Conſciences: They are only Proviſions qualifying men to be 
Members of Parliament, or to be capable of bearing Office ; 
by which they mult declare before God and Men, that they are 
for the Proteſtant Religion. So that indeed, all this amounts to 
no more than a ſecuring the Proteſtant Religion from any Preju- 
dices that it may receive from the R. Catholicks. 
Their Higbneſſes have thought : 1d do ſtill think, that more 
than this ought not to be askt, or expected from Them: ſince 
by this means, the R. Catholicks and their Poſterity will be for 
ever ſecured from all trouble in their Perſons or Eſtates, or in 
the Exerciſe of their, Religion, and that the Roman Catholicks 
ought to be ſatisfied with this, and not to difquiet the Kingdom 
becauſe they cannot be admitted to fit in Parliament, or to be 
in Employments ; or becaule thoſe Laws, in which the ſecuri- 
ty of the Prete:Fant Religiondoes chiefly conſiſt, are not repeal- 
ed, by which they may be put in a condition to overturn it. 
Their Highn:fſes do alſo believe, that the D;//enters will be 
fully ſatisfied when they ſhall be for ever covered from all dan- 
ger of being diſturbed, cr puniihed for the free Exerciſe of their 
Religion, upen any fort of pretence wharſoever. 
T heir 
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Their Highneſſes having declared themſelves ſo poſitively in 
theſe matters, it ſeems very plain to me, that They are far from 
being any hindrance to the Freeing the Dy/enters fromthe ſever- 
ity of the Penal Laws ; ſince they are ready to uſe their utmoſt 
endeavours for tlie eſtabliſhing of it ;- nor do they at all prelsthe 
denying to the Roman Catholicks the exerciſe of their Religion, 
provided it be managed modeſtly, and without Pomp or Oiten- 
tation. As for my own part, lever was and ſtill am very much 
ag2in{t all thoſe, who would perſecute anv Chr://;2zn becaute he 
diiicrs from the publick and ettablithed Relig:on: And | hope by 
the Grace of God to continue iti! in the ſame mind ; for lince 
that Light, with which Religjon illuminates our mind, is ac- 
cordinz to my ſenſe of things, purely an eiject of the Mercy of 
God to us, we ought then, as | think, to render to God all 
poſſible 1 hainks for his Good1els to us : ard to have Piy tor 
thoſe who are iti[] ſhut up in Error, even.as God has piticd us, 
and to put up moſt carneit prayers io God, for bringing thoſe 
into the way of Truth, who ttray from it, and to uſe all gentle 
and friendly methods for recucing th:m to it. 

But 1 conf={s, i could never comprehend how any thae pro- 
fels themſeives Chriftiaus, and that miy <cnjoy their Religion 
freely and without any diſturbance, can judge it lawiul tor 
them to go about to diiturb the Quiet of any Kingdom or State, 
or to overturn Conſtitutions, that lo they themſelves may be 
admitted to Employments, and that thoſe Laws in which the 
Security and Quiet of the Eſtabliſhed Religion conſilts, ſhould 
be ſhaken. poet 

It is pi4in, that the Reformed Religion is by the Grace of God 
and by the Laws of the Land, enacted by both King and Parha- 
ment, the pu\ick and eſtabliſhed Religion both in England, Scot- 
land an'l Iclandand that it 1s A by thoſe Laws, that none 
caa he admitted either to a place in Parliament, or to any pub- 
lick Employment except thoſe that do openly declare, that they 

re of the Proteſtant Religion, and not Roman Catholicks; and 1t 
1s alſo provided by thoſe Laws, that the Prote#Fant Religion ſhall 
be 1n all time coming ſecured irom the Defigns of the Roman Ca- 
zholicks-againſt it; in all which [ do not ſee, that theſe Laws con- 
_ tain any Severity, either againit the Perions or Eſtates of thoſe 
wno cannot take thole Te/?-s, that are Contrary to the Rowan Ca- 
A 2  #holkith; 
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Fholick Religion ; all the inconveniences that can redound to them 
from thence, is, that their Perſons, their Eitates, and even the 
Exercile of their Religion being aſſured to them, oily t!:ey can 
have no ſhare in the Government, nor in Othces of j ruit, as 
long as. their Conſciences do not allyw them to take thele Teſts 
and they are not ſuttered io doany thing that is to the prejudice - 
of the Reformed Religion. 

Since, as | have alrcady told you, Their Hig hneſſes are reaty 
to concur with his Maje/#y for the Repeal of thoſe Penal Laws, 
by which men are made liable to fines or other Puniſhments. 

So I ſee there Remains no difficulty concerning the Repealing 
the Penal Laws, but only this, that ſome would have the Roman 
Carholicks, render d capable of all publick Truſts and Employ- 
ments,and that by conſequence,all thoſe ſhould be repealcd that 
have ſecured the ProrcFfane Religion againſt the defigns of the R. 
Catholicks, where others at the ſame time are not leſs earneſt to 
have thoſe Laws maintained in their full and due vigour; and 
think, that the chief ſecurity of the eſtabliſhed Rel;gion conſiſts 
in the preſerving of them ſacred and unſhaken, 

It is certain, that there is no Kingdom, Commonwealth, or any 
conſtituted body or Aſſembly whatſoever, in which there are 
not Laws made for the ſafety thereof; and that provide againſt 
all Attempts whatſoever, that diſturb their Peace, and that pre- 
ſcribe the Conditions and Qualities that they judge neceſſary for 
all that ſhall bear Employments in that Kingdom, State or Cor- 

ration : And no man can pretend, that there is any Injury 
done him, that he is not admitted ro Imployments when he 
doth not fatisfie the Conditions and Qualities required. 

Nor can it be denied, that there is a great difference to be 
obſerved in the conduct of thoſe of the Reformed Religion, and 
of the Roman Catholicks towards one another : The Roma Catho- 

\Zieks not being ſatisfied to exclude the Reformed from all places 
of profit or of Truſt, they do ablolutely ſuppreſs the whole Ex- 
erciſe of that Religion, and ſeverely perſecure all that profeſs it ; 
and this they do inall thoſe places where it is fate and without 
danger, to carry on that rigour. And | am ſorry that we have 
at this preſent ſo many deplorable Inſtances of this ſeverity be- 
fore ourſeyes, that is at the ſame time'put in practice in ſo many 
different places. | 

I wquld therefofe gladly ſee one ſingle good reaſon to move 


a Proteſtant that fears God, and that is concerned tor his Re/:gion, 
to 
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to conſent to the Repealing of thoſe Laws that have been ehated 
by the Authority of King and Par/;zment, which have no other 
tendency but to the f<curity of the Reformed Religion, and to 
the reſtraining of the Romnn Catholicks from a Capacity of oOver- 
turning it; theſe Laws inflict neither Fines nor Puniſhments, 
and do only exclude the Roman Cathelicks from a ſhare in the 
Government, who by being in Employments muſt nceds ſtudy 
to increaſetheir Party, and to gain to it more Credit and Power, 
which by what we ſee every day, we muſt conclude, will be 
extreamly dangerous to the Reformed Religion, 'and muſt turn to 
its great prejudice: ſince in all places, thoſe that are in publick 
Employments, do naturally Favour that Religion of which they 
are, either more or leſs. And who would go about to perſwade 
me or any man elſe to endeavour to move Their Highneſſes, 
whom God hath honoured ſo far as to make them the Protect- 
ors of his Church, to approve of, or to conſent to things ſo 
hurtful, both to the Reformed Religion and to the publick ſafety. 
Nor can I, Sir, with your good leave, in any way grant what 
you apprehend, That no prejudice will thereby, redound to 
the Reformed Religion. | 
I know it is commonly faid the number of the Rowaan Catho- 
licks in England and Scotland is very inconliderable ; and that they 
are poſſeiicd only of a very ſmall number of the places of Truſt : 
tho even as to this, the caſe is quite different in Ireland : yet this 
you muſt ofineceſlity grant me, that If their numbers are ſmall, 
then it is notreaſonable that the publick Peace ſhould be diſtur- 
bed on the account of ſofew perſons, eſpecially when ſo great a 
fayrour way be offered to them; ſuch as the free Exercitc of their 
Religion would be : and if their numbers are greater, then there 
is ſo much the more reaſon to be aifraid of them ; I do indeed 
believe that Roman Catholicks, as things at preſent ſtand, will 
not be very deſirous to be in publick Offices;and Imployments, 
nor that they will make any attempts upon the Reformed Religi- 
'0n, both becauſe this contrary to Law, an\l becaule of the great 
Inconveniences that this may bring at ſome other time both on 
their Perſons, and their Eſtates : yet if the Reſtraints of the 
Law were once taken off, you would ſee them brought into 
the Government, and the chicf Oihces and Places of Truſt 
would be p.it in thnir hands;no will it be cafy to His Majeſty to 
reſiſt them in this, how ſtedfait ſoever he may be ; for they will 
certainly preſs him hard in it,and they will repreſent this tothe 
Ring 
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King, as a matter. in which His Conſcience will be concerned ; 
arid when they are pollefled of the Publick Ofhices, what will 
be left for the Proteſtants to do, who will tind no more the ſup- 
port of the Law, and can expect little Encoyragement from 
ſuch Magiſtrates ? and on the other hand, the Advantages that 
the R. Cathalicks would find in being thus ſet loofe from all Re- 
ſtraints, are ſo plain, that it were a loſs of time to ga.about the 
proving it. I neither can or will doubt of the ſincerity of His 
Majeltics intentions, and that He has no other deſign before 
Him in this matter, but that all his Subjects may cnjoy in all 
things the ſame Rights and Freedoms. 

But plain Keaton, as well as the Experience of all Ages, the 
preſent as well as the paſt, ſhews, that it will be impoſſible for 
R. Cathilicks and Proteſtants, whin they are mixed together in 
places of Truſt and publick Empioyments, to live together 
peaccauly, or to maintain a good Correſpondence togther. They 
will be certainly always jealous of one another ; For the Princi- 
ples and the Maxims of both R:/:zg:ons are f oppoſite to one an- 
other,that in my opinion I do 11ot {ee how it will be in the power 
of any Prince orKing whatſoever, to keep down thoſe Suſpitions 
and Animoſities, which will be apt to ariie upon all occaſions. 

As for that which you apprehend, that the Diſſexters ſhall 
not be delivered from the Penal Laws that are made againſt 
them, unleſs at the ſame time the Teſt be likewiſe repealed : 
This will be indeed a great unhappineſs to them; but theRomar 
Catholicks are only to blame for it, who will rather be content 
that they aad their Poſterity ſhould lie ſtill under the weight 
of the Penal Laws, and expoſed to the hatred of the whole Na- 
tion, than be ſtill reſtrained from a capacity of attemptinz any 
thing againſt the Peace and the Security of the Proteſt.cmr Rel:- 
gim, And be deprived of that ſmall advantage ( if it is at all 
i be reckoned one ) of having a ſhare in the: Government and 
publick Employmecnts ; ſince in all places of the Vorid ' his has 
been always the priviledge of the Region that 1s eſtabli{izzd by 
Law ; and ind-cd thete Attempts of the Roman Catholicks ought 
to be {0 much the more ſuſpected and guarded againſt by Pro- 
reftants, inthat they ſee that Roman Cartholicks, even when liable 
to the Severity of Penal Laws, do yet endearour to perſwade 


his Majeſty, to make the Proteſtants, whether they will or not, 
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diſſolve that Security which they have for their Re/:g10n : 
and to clear a way for bringing. in the Reman Cath-licks to the 
Government, and to publick Employments : in which caſe there 
would remain no relief for them but what were to be expected 
from a Roman Catholick Government. 

Such then will be very unjult to their Highneſſes, who ſhall 
blame them for any Inconveniency that may ariſe from t'12nce; 
ſince they have declared themſelves to freely on this [ubject, 
and that ſo much to the advantage even of the Rom: Cathy- 
licks. And ſince the Settlement of matters ſticks at ths ſingle 
point, that 'i heir Highneſſes cannot be brought to conſent to 
things that are ſo contrary to Laws already in being, and that 
are ſo dangerous and ſo hurtful to the Proteſtant Re!igicri, as 
the admitting of Reman Catholicks to a ſhare in the Governmenr, 
and to places of Truſt, and the Repealing of thoſe Laws, 
that can have no other effect but the ſecuring of the Proteſtant 
Religion from all the Attempts of the Roman Catholicks againit 
it would be. 

You write, That the Roman Catholicks in theſe provinces are not 
ſbut out from the Employments and places of Truſt; But in this 
you are much miſtaken. For our Laws are expreſs, excluding 
them by name from all ſhare in the Government, and from 
all Employments either of the Policy or Juſtice of our Coun- 
' try, It is true, I do not know of any expreſs Law, that ſhuts 
them out of Military Employments; that had indeed been 
hard, ſince in the firſt Formation of our State they joyned with 
us in defending our publick Liberty, and did us eminent fer- 
vice during the Wars; therefore they were not ſhut out from 
thoſe Military Employments; for the publick ſafety was no 
way endanger'd by this, both becauſe their numbers that ſer- 
ved in our Troops were not great, and hecauſe the Srares 
could eafily prevent any Inconvenience that might ariſe out of 
that; which could not have been done ſo cafily, if the Roman 
Catholicks had been admitted to a Share in the Government,and 
in the Policy or Juſtice of our State 

{ am very certain of this, of which I could give very good 
proofs, that there is nothing which 'I heir Tg hneſſes dehire fo 
much, as that His Majeſty may Reign haypily, and 1: an entire 
Contidence with his Subjects ; and that His iubjects being per- 
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ſwadcd of His Majefties fatherly atteftion to them, mav be rea- 
dy to make him all thereturns of Duty that arc in th: '- 'Ower, 
But their Highneſſes are convinced in their Conſcie:cs, that 
both the Proteſtant Religion, and the ſafety of the Narwm, will 
be expoſed to mo!t certain Dangers, if cither the Te/#, or thoſe 
other Penal Laws, of which 1 have made frequear mention, 


' ſhould be Repealed ; Therefore they cannot conſent to this. mor con- 


cur with His Majeſty's Will; for they believe, they ſhould have much 
to Anſwer for to God, if the conſideration of any preſent advantages 
ſhould carry them to conſent and concur in things which they belizwe 
would be not only dangerous, but miſchievous to the Proteſtant Religion. 

Their Highneſſes have ever pay'd a moſt profound Duty to 
His Majeſty whcih they will always continue to do ; for they 
conſider themſelves bound toit, both by the Laws of God, and 
of Nature : But ſince the matter that is now in hand, relates 
not to the making of new Laws, but to the total Repealing of 
thoſe already made both by King and Parliament : "They do 
not ſee how it can be expected of them, that they ſhould con- 
ſent to ſuch a Repeal, to which they have to uit an averſion, 
as being a thing that is contrary to the Laws and Cuſtoms of 
ll Chriſtian States, whether Proteſtants or Papiſts, Whoreceive 
fone to a ſhare in the Government, or to publick Employments, 
but thoſe who profeſs the publick and eſtabliſhed Religion,and 
that take care to ſecure it againſt all attempts whatſoever. 

I do not think it neceſſary to demonſtrate to you how much 
their Highneſſes are devoted to His Majeſty, of which they have 
given ſuch real Evidences as are beyond all verbal ones ; and 
they are reſolved ſtill to continue in the ſame Duty and Aﬀecti- 
on ; or rather to encreale it, if that is poſſible. 


I am, 
SIR, 
Yours, Cc. 
Nowemb. 4. 1687. 


Amſterdam, Printed inthe Tear 168 
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Reflexions on Monſieur Fagel's Letter. 


SIR, 


| Shall endeavour to anſwer yours as fully and briefly as poſ- 
ſible, 


I. Yoy deſire to know whether the Letter I ſent you be 
truly Monſieur ws, ns or not. 

2. Whether their Highnefles gave him Commiſſion to 
write it. 


3. How far the Diſſenters may relie on their Highnellcs 
word. 

4. What effects it has on all forts of People. 

Sir, Roman Catholicks may be pardoned if they endeavour 
to make that Letter paſs for an Impoſture, it isSeir Intereſt ſo 
to do, and they are ſeldom wanting to promote that, let the 

methods be never ſo indirett which they are forced to make 
uſe of: It does indeed ſpoil many hopcful projects of theirs. 
But how any Proteſtant among us can really doubt the truth 
of it, is ſtrange to me. Some things carry their own evidence 


along with them; I take this Letter to be one of that kind. I 


do not deſire you to believe me upon my bare affirmation that 
I know it to be genuine, ( tho this be moſt true ) but ſhall of- 
fer my Reaſons to convince you that it cannot be otherways. 
Firſ#, The Letter is like its Author, the Matter is weighty, 
the Reaſoning ſolid, the Stile grave, full and clear, like that of 
a Lawyer : It has an Air all over, which as well ſhews:the Re- 
ligion and Temper of its Writer, as the Matter and Method 
of it do his Capacity and Judgment. Now all theſe Quali- 
ties make up the Character of Monſieur Fapel. 
Second/y, There are the ſame grounds to believe this Letter 
to be Al. Fagel's, as there are to believe any thing you have 
. not ſeen, wiz. 'The conſtant Aſeverations of Perſons of un- 
doubted Credit that come from Hzlland, who all agree in it, 
and aſlure us of it. M, Fagel own'd it to ſeveral Engliſh Gen- 
tlemen, and many both here and in Holland knew two months 
ago that ſuch a Letter was written; a Forgery would before 
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this time have been detected, eſecially ſuch a one as ruines thc 
Deſigns of the 'I'riumphing Party. 

Thirdly, It was written by M. Fage/ in Anſwer to Letters 
from Mr. Stewart, ſtnt by His Majeities ſpecial Orders, and 
Mr. Stewart hath both an Erglih and Latin Copy ſent him - 
'{herefore the Engliſh Copy is not called a Tranſlation, but it is 
a ſort of Original; for you are not to-doubt but the maiter was 
ordered fo, that her Royal Highneſs might peruſe it as well 
as his Majeſty. | N 

In the next place you would know whether ; heir Highneſſes 

gave Order to Monſieur Fagel ts write it. 
_ 1wiſhSir, you would take the pains to read the Letter over 
again, and conſider who this Monſteur Fagel 1s ; He is Penſio- 
nary of Holland, and firſt Miniſtor of State, raiſed to that Dig- 
nity by the Price's Favour, he Anſwers Letters written to him, 
which are ordered by His Majeſty to be communicated to their 
Highneſſes. Ig his Anſwer, he gives an Aceount of their High- 
neiles Opinions about the Repeal of the Penal Laws and Teſt ; 
Matters of a National Concern, and of the greateſt Importance. 
Now you muſt have a ſtrange Opinion of Monſieur Fapel,if you 
think him capable of ſo great an Indiſcretion (or rather Impo- 
ſture) as'to write ſuch a Letter of his own Head. The Letter 
it ſelf Demonſtrates, that whoever writ it is no Fool, and the 
Circumſtances | have marked ſhow that he is no Knave. And 
indeed the ſubſtance of it is not new, it only repeats to His 
Maieſty the ſame Anſwer which the Prince and Princeſs had 
formerly given to His Majeſtics Envoy there. 

In ſhort, you may leave the whole Matterto this plain ifſue- 
if this Letter be a falſe one it will be diſown'd, if a true one it 
will be owned. Their Highneſles love not to do things that 
will not bear the Light. It is Evident, they did not intend 
the Matter of it ſhould be a Secret, having told-it to Monſieur 
> 4lbeville, as often as he (in his Diſcreet Way) neceſſitated 
them-to do it, But how it came to be Printed, I cannot in- 
form you juſtly ; however you ſhall have my conjecture, = 

| remember as ſoon as it was noiſed about "Town, that Mr. 
Stewart had received a Letter of ſuch a Nature from Mor/teur 
Fag!, care was taken that the Writer of ' the Common News 
Letters which are diſperſed over the Kingdom, ſhould inſert 

in 
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in them that their Highneſles had declared, themſelves for t'.- 
Repcal of the Teſt. "This P:as Frars might, I ſuppoſe, g1}- 
Occaſion to the Printing of the Letter, as the Wiſdom and i'vo!: - 
cy of our States-men (in putting Mr. Stewart on Writing ſa! 
Letters ) had procured it : | ſay Letters, tor Monſieur Page! hall 
five or ſix on tbat ſubject before he anſwered, ſo unwill:.:; 
were they in Holland toreturn an Anſwer, fince they could nv. 
give one that was pleaſing, or do any thing that look'd I: 
medding. 

The third Thing you defired to be fatisticd in, is, Whether 
the Diſſeners may rely on their Highneſſes Word. I am as apt to 
miſtrult 1'rinces Promiſes as you are. But ſhall now give you 
my reaions, why 1 think the Dilſenters may fately do it. And 
at the ſame time, becauſe of the Afﬀnity of the matter, 1 will 
tell you why 1 think we may all rely on their Highnetles for 
our Civil Liberties, as well as the Diflenters may do for Li- 
berty of Conſcience. Much of what I have to ſay is equally ap- 
plicable to chem both, yet becauſe 1 know you have had an 
Account of Her Royal Highneſs, better than I can give you, 
I ſhall for the moſt part, ſpeak only of the Prince. | 
My firſt Reaſon is the certaineſt of all Reaforis, That it 
will be His Highneſſes intereſt to ſettle matters at Home, 
which only can be done- by a Legal Toleration or Compre- 
henſion in -Matters of Religion; and by reſtoring the Civi! Li- 
berties of the Nation, ſo much invaded of late. That this will 
be his intereſt is Evident, if his Deſigns lye abroad, as it's cer- 
tain they do. Deſigns at home and abroad at the ſame time are 
ſo inconliſtent, that we ſee His Majeſty, though raiſed above 
his Fears at home by His late Victory ; and invited abroad, by 
all that can excite his Appetite for Glory,cannot reconcile them: 
The truth is, one that would undertake it, is in the ſame Con- 
dititon with Officers that beat their men, to make them fight, 
they have Enemies before and behind. 

But you may happily Object, that Princes do not always fol- 
low their true Intereſts, of which it is not difficult in this Age 
to give ſeveral Fatal Inſtances. I Anſwer, 'That it is to be pre- - 
ſumed that Princes, as well as other men, will follow their 1n- 
tereſts till the contrary appear ; and if they be of an Age to 
have taken their Fold, and have till ſuch Age kept firm to 
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their Intereſts, the Preſumption grows ſtrong ; but if their In- 


clinations, the Maxims of their Families, the Impreſſions of their 
Education, and all their other Circumſtances do fide with their 
Intereſt, and lead them the ſame way, it is hardly Credible 
they ſhould ever quit it. Now this being the preſent Cale, we 
have all the certainty that can be had in ſuch matters. 

The Prince of Orange has above theſe 15 years given ſo great 
proofs of his Firmnels and Reſolution, as well as of his Capa- 
City and conduct in oppoſing the Grand Raviſher (| may add 
the Rctrayers too)of Liberty andReligion, that he is deſerved- 
ly (by all [mpartial Men) own to be the Head of the Proteſtant 
Intereſt : A Headfhip, which no Princes but the Kings of Eng- 
land ſhould have, and none but they would be without it. 

Now ore may rationally conclude, That when the Prince 
ſhall joyn to his preſent poſleſſion of this Headſhip, a more Na- 
tural Title, by being in a greater capacity to Act, he will not 
degrade himſelf, nor lay aſide Deſigns and Intereſts which 
ought to be tlie Glory of England, as they are indeed the Glory 
of his Family, acquired and derived to him by the Blood of his 
Anceſtors, .and carried on and maintained by himſelf with fo 
much Honour and Reputation. 

I might add here, That the Prince is a Man of a ſedate even 
Temper, full of Thoughts and RefleCftion : one that precipi- 
tates neither in Thinking, Speaking, nor Acting ; 'is cautious 
in Reſolving and Promifing, but firm to his Reſolutions and ex- 
at in obſerving his Word : inform your ſelf, and youll finq 
this a part of his Character, and conclude from hence what 
may be preſumedfrom his Inclinations. HEnEt 

Now as to the Maxims ofhis Family, let us compare them 
a little where it may be decently done. 

The French King broke his Faith to his Proteſtant Subjects, 
upon this ſingle point of Vain Glory, that he might ſhew the 
World' he was greater than moſt of his Predecetſors, who 
though they had the ſame Inclinations, were not Potent enough 
to purſue them effectually, as he has done, to the everlaſting 
infamy of his Name and Reign. 'The maxims of the French 
Kings have beea to outvie each other, in Robbing their Neigh- 
bours, and Oppreſſing their Subjects by perfidiouſneſs and cru- 
ety. But thoſe of the Family of Qrange on the contrary, have 
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been to Reſcue Europe from its Oppreſſors, and maintain the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, by Vertue, Truth, Honour and Refoluti- 
on; knowing that ſuch methods are as neceſſary to make Pro- 
teltant Princes and States flouriſh, as Vice and Oppreſſton are 
to maintain Popiſh Government. | 

No Popiſh Prince in Europe can pretend to have kept his 
Word to his Proteſtant Subjects, as the Princes of Orange have 
always done to their Popiſh ſubjects at Orange, and elſewhere ; 
and the Papiſts have often broke their Word to that Family,and 
have been, and are its declared Enemies;and though the Princes 
two great Grand-Fathers, Admiral Coligni, and Prince 
William, were Allaſſinated by the Authority, and with the Ap- 
pi o>ation of that whole party, yet it cannot be made appear, 
that ever the Princes of that Family failed in keeping their Word, 
even to ſuch Enemies, or uſed their own Popiſh ſubjects the 
worſe for it, in making diſtintion between them and their other 
ſubjects, or influenc'd the Stgtes to ule theirs fo : I ſay the States, 
who allow their R, C. ſubjects all the priviledges of their other 
ſubjects, only they are 'kept by a Teit from having any ſhare 
 1n the Government, which is truly a kindneſs done them, con- 
ſidering that ill-natured Humour of deſtroying all thoſe that 
ditter from them, which is apt to break out when that Religion 
is in power. 

Now the Church ofzg/and may juſtly expect all ſort of pro- 
tection and countenA8E from the ſucceſſors, when it's their 
turn togive it, they have a legal right to it, and Impartial Diſ- 
ſenters muſt acknowledge, that of late they have deſerved it. 


But as for the Proteſtant Diſſenters, I think no honeſt man 


amongſt them will Apprehend, that their Highneſſes who keep 


their Word to their Popiſh Enemies, will break it to Proteſtant . 


ſubjects, tho differing from the publick Eſtabliſhment. 


"The next thing I am to make good, is, That His Highneſles 
Education muſt have infuſed ſuch principles as ſide with his In- 


tereſt : There muſt be a fatal InfeCtion in the Engliſh Crown, 
if matters miſcarry in his Highnefles Hands, his Veins are full 
of the beſt Proteſtant Blood in the World ; The Refo: mationin 
France grew. up under the Conduct and Influence of Colgn:, 
Prince William founded the Government of the United Nether- 


/ands on the Baſis of property and libert y of Conſcience. His 
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Highneſs was bred and lives in that State which ſubſiſts and 
flouriſhes by adhering ſteadily to the Maxims of 1ts Founder. 

He himſelf, both in his publick and private concerns, as 
well in the Government of his Family, and offuch principalities 
as belong to him, as in that of the Army, and in the Diſpenſing 
of that great power which the States have given him, has as 
great regard to Juſtice, Vertue and true Religion, as may 
compleat the character of a Prince, qualified to make thoſe he 
Governs happy. 

It does not indeed appear, that their Highneſles have any 
ſhare of that devouring Zeal which hath ſo long ſet the World 
on fire, and tempted thinking men to have a notion of Religion 
it ſelf, like that we have of the Ancient Paradice, as if it had 
never been more than an intended Bleſſing, but all who have 
the honour to know their Highneſſes and their Inclinations in 
matters ofReligion, are fully ſatisfied they have a truly Chri- 
ſtian Zeal, and as much as is conſiſtent with Knowledge and 
Charity. | 

As to his Highneſſes circumſtances, they will be ſuch when 
bis Stars make way for him, as may convince our Scepticks, 
that certain perſons, timEs and things, are prepared for one 
another. I know not why we may not hope, that as his pre- 
decellors broke the Yoke of the Houſe h Auſtria from off the 


Neck of Ewrope ; The honour of br that of the Houſe of 
Bourbon is Telerved for him. TI am coldent the Nation will 
heartily joyn with him in his Juſt Reſentments. Reſentments 
which they have with ſo much Impatience long'd to find, and 
have miſg'd with the greateſt indignation in the Hearts of their 
Monarchs. 

His Highneſs has at preſent, a greater influence on the Coun- 
Cils of the moſt part of the Princes of Chr;ftendom, than poſſibly 
any King of England ever bad. And this acquired by the weight 
of his own perſonal merit, which will no doubt grow up to a 
glorious Authority when it is cloath'd with Soveraign power. 
May I here mention ( to lay the Jealouſies of the moſt unrea- 
ſonable of your Friends ) that his Highneſs will have only a 
borrowed Title, which he may ſuppoſe will make him more 
catious in having deſigns at home, and his wanting Children(to 
our great misfortune } will make him leſs folicitous to have 
fych Deſigns, 5 as | But 


( Is ) 

But after all, jt muſt be acknowledged, that in matters of 
this Nature, the premiſes may ſeem very ſtrong, and yet the 
concluſion not follow, Humane infirmitics are great, Tempta- 
1102s to Arbitrarineſs are ſtrong, and often. both the Spirit and 
Fleth weak. - Such fatal miſtakes have been made of late, that 
the Succellors themſelves may juitly pardon mens Jealoutics; 
A Widow that has had a bad Husbard, will cry on her Wed- 
ding-day, though ſhe would be married with all her keart. 
But I am confident yeu will grant to me, that in the cafe of 
the preſent Succeſſors, the pollibilities are as remote, and the 
Jealouſies as ill grounded, and that there is as much to bal- 
lance them, as eyer there was to be found in the proſpect of 
any Succellors to the Crown of England. Now may I add, 
To conclude the Reaſons that I have given you, why we may 
depend ontheirHighneſles,that [know conſiderable men, whoat- 
ter great Enquiry and Obſervation, do hope. that their High- 
eſſes(being every way fo well qualified for ſuch an end)are pre- 
deſtinated(if 1 may fpeak ſo)to make us happy in putting an end 
to our Differences, and in fixing the Prerogative, ard in reco- 
vering theGlory of the Nation, which is ſo much funk,and which 
now (when we were big with Expectations) we find Sacrihc'd 
to unhappy partialities in matters of Religion, | 

The latt thing you defire to know, is, I/hat Effefs this Let- 
ter has had. But it 1s not yet old enough for me to judge of 
that, 1 can better tell you what Effects it ought to have. 1 
find the moderate wile men of all Per{walions arc much plca- 


ſed with it. 

| know Roman Cath/icks that wiſh to God matters were ſet- 
tled on the modcl given in it ; they ſee the great difficulty of 
getting the Te Repealed : And withal, they doubt whether it 
is their Intereit that it thould be Repealcd or not : They fear 
needy violent. men might get into Employments who would 
put His Majeſty on doing things that might ruine them and 
their Poſterity. They are certainly in the right of it. It is 
good to provide for the worſt. A Revolution will come with 
a Witneſs ; and it's like it may come bctore the Prince of Wales 
be of Age to manage an unruly Spirit, that 1 fear will accom- 
pany it. Humane Nature can hardly digeſt what it is already - 


necellitated to fivallow, ſuct provocatiens cycen alters mens 
| Tudg- 
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Judgments. I find that men whootherways hate ſeverity, be- 
gin to be of opinion that Queen Elizaberhs Lenity to the R. C's 
proves now cruelty to the Proteſtants. The whole Body of 
Proteſtants inthe Nation was lately afraid of a Popiſh Succeſſor, 
and when they Reflected on Queen Maries Reign, thought we 
had already ſufficient Experience of the Spirit of that Religion ; 
and took Self: preſervation to be a good Argument, for prevent- 
ing a ſecond I'ryal. But now a handful of Roman Catholicks, 
perhaps reflecting on Queen Elizabeths Reign, are not it 
ieems afraid of Proteſtant Succeſſors. But if ſome Proteltants at 
that time from an Averſion to the Remedy, hoped that the Di- 
ſeale was not ſo dangerous as it proves, 1 am confident at pre- 
ſent, all Proteſtants are agreed, that henceforward the Nation 
mult be ſaved, not by Faith. And therefore 1 would adviſe 
the R. E's to conſider that Proteſtants are ſtill men, that late 
Experiences at home,and the Cruelties of Popjſh Princes abroad, 
has given us a very terrible Idea of their Religion, That oppor- 
tunity is precious and very ſlippery, and if they let the preſent 
occaſion paſs by,they can hardly ever hope thatit will be poſſible 
for them to recover it. That their Fathers and Grandfathers 
would have thought themſelves in Heaven to have had ſuch an 
oiter as this is, in any of the fourlaſt Reigns, and therefore, that 
they had better be contented with Half a Loaf, than no Bread. 
1 mean it will be their Wiſdom to embrace this Golden Occaſi- 
on of putting themſelves on a level with all other Ezg/h-men; 
at leaſt as to their private Capacity; and to diſarm once for all, 
the Severity of thoſe Laws ; which if ever they ſhould come 
to be in good earneſt Executed by a Proteſtant Suceeſſor, will 
make England too hot for-them : And therefore I ſhould parti- 
cularly adviſe thoſe among them, who have the Honour to ap- 
proach His Majeſty, to uſe their Credit, to prevail with him . 
to make this ſo neceſſary a ſtep in favour of the Nation ; ſince 

the Succeſſors have advanc'd two thirds of the way for effect- 
ing ſo good and pious a work. Then, and not till then, the 
R. C's may think themſelves ſecured, and His Majeſty may 
hope to be great by Tranſlating Fear and Anger from the 


Breaſts of His Subjects, to the Hearts. of His Own and the Na- 
tions Enemies. 


But 
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But if an Evil Genius (which ſcems to have hovered over us 
now a long time) will have it otherwiſe; if I were a R. C. 1 
would meddle no more, but live quiet at home, and Careſs 
my Proteſtant Neighbours ; and in ſo doing, 1 ſhould think my 
{clf better ſecured againlt che Reſentments of the Nation, than 
by all the Forces, Forts, I.cagues, Garranties, and even Mer 
Children that His Majeſty may hope to leave behind him. 

As for the Proteſtant Dillenters, I am confident the Eody of 
them will continue to behave themſclves like men, who'to 
their great Honour have cvcr preferred the Love of their Coun- 
try and Religion to all Dangers and Favours whatſoever, but 
there are both Weak and Intereſted men among all great num- 
bers; I would have them conſider how much the ſtate of things 
is altred, upon the coming out of this Letter, for if hit herto 
they have been too forward in giving Ear to Propoſals on this 
miſtake, that they could never have ſuch a favourable JunCture 
for getting the Laws againſt them Repealed ; I hope(now they 
are undecejved, fince the Succeſiors have pawn'd their Faith 
and Honour for.it, which I take to be a better ſecurity {as mat- 
ters go at preſent) than the fo much talk'd of Magna Charta for 
Liberty of Conſcience would be, though got in a legal way ; 
for our Judges have declared, "That Princes can diſpence with 
the Obligation of Laws, but they have not yet given their 
Opinion, that they can diſpence with the Honour of their Word; 
nor have their Highnetles any Confetlor to ſupply ſuch an 
Omiſlion. LOC 

However it 1s not-to be charg'd on their Highneſſes, if ſuch 
a Magna Charta be not at preſent given them, provided the 
Teſt be let alone ; but I fear the Roman Catholicks Leal will 
have all or nothing ; and the Teſt too muſt be Repealed, by 
wheedling the Dillenters to joyn with willing Sheriffs in viola- 
tidg the Rights of Eleftions, which are the Root of the Liber- 
ties of en; a prudent way of recommending their Reli- 
gion to all true Engliſh-men. ED 

But if any of the Diſſenters be ſo deſtitute of Senſe and Ho- 
neity, as to prefer a Magna Charta,ſo obtained, Void and Null 
nit felf,to their own Honoyr andConſcience,to theLove andLi- 
berties of their Countrey, to the preſent Kindneſs of all good 
Men, and their Countenance at another time, and above al), 
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to the Favour and” Word of the Succeſſors, who have now fo 
generouſly declared themlclves for them; We may pronounce, 
that they are men abandoned to a Reprobate ſenſe, who will 
juſtly deſerve Infamy, and the Hatred of the Nation at preſent, 
and its Reſentments hereafter. ls it poſſible, that any Ditlenter, 
who either deſerves or loves the Reputation of an Honeſt Man, 
can be prevailed with by any pretences of Infinuations how 
plauſible ſoever,to make ſo Odious and pernicious a bargain, as 
that of buying a precarious pretended Liberty of Conſcience, at 
the price of the Civil Libertics of the Country,and at the price 
of removing that which under God is the moſt effectual Par to 
keep us from the Dominion of a Religion, that wouldas ſoon as 
it could, forceus to abandon our own,or reduce us to theMifera- 
ble Condition of thoſe of ourNeightours, whoare glad to forlake 
all they have in the World, that they may. have their Souls 
and Lives for prey. 

As for the Church cf England, their Clergy have of late op- 


pos'd themſelves to Popery, with ſo much Learning, Vigour, 


Danger and Succeſs, that I think all honeſt Diflenters will lay 
down their Reſentments againſt them, and look on that Church, 
as the preſent Bulwark and Honour of the Proteltant Religion, 
I wiſh thoſe high men among them, who have ſo long appro- 
priated to themſelves, the name and Authority of the Church 
of England, and have been made Inſtruments to bring about 
Deſigns, of which their preſent Behaviour convinces me, they 
were ignorant, as 1 ſuppaie many of the Dillenters are, whoſe 
turn it is.now to be the Tools. | 

I fay, I wiſh ſuch men would conſider, to what a paſs they 
have brought Matters by their Violences, or rather the Violcn- 
ces of theſe whoſe Property they were, and at length be wiſe : 
They cannot but be ſenſible of the Advantages they receive by 
this Letter, I ſuppoſe they apprehend (1 am ſure they ought 
to do it ) that the Ruine of their Church 1s refolv'd on: But if 
the Dilſenters upon this Letter withdraw themiclves, the R, C's 
have neither Hearts to keep firm to ſuch a Reſolution, nor Hands 
to Execute it. | 

Since therefore, They themſelves, have unhappily brought 
their Church into ſuch Precpices by provoking the Diſſen:crs, it 
1s In a particular manner their Duty, as well as their latcreſt, 
to endeayour to ſoften them, by aſliſting the Letter, and pro- 
moting the Deſign of it, Eut 
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But if the old leaven ſtill remain, they continue tq argue as 
formerly, if the Surplice be parted with, the Church of England 
is loſt ; it the Penal Laws be repealed, the Teſt will follow : 
and comfort themſelves with this moſt Chriſtian refletion, that the 
R. C. will not accept of what is offered them; ſuch men deterve 
"all the miſery that is preparing for tnem, and will periſh with- 
out Pity, and give thinking Men occaſion to remember the Pro- 
verb, Bear a Fool (or a Zealot ) in a Morter, yet has Fooliſbneſs 
will not depart from him. But the Ditlenters ought not to bc 
much concerned at this, they have their own Bigots, and the 
Church of England theirs; there will be Tools whilſt there are 
Workmen. | 

This a time for Wiſdom to be juſtihed of her Children, when 
honeſt men ought to leave off minding the lefler Intereſts of 
this or that particular Church, and joyn in ſecuring the com- 
mon Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion. And to conclude, I 
would particularly beg of the Dillenters to make uſe of theip 
beſt Judgment on this ſo critical an occaſion, which they will 
do in my opinion, in keeping cloſe to the contents of this Let- 
ter, by endeavouring to obtain in a fair and legal way ſuch a 
Liberty to all Perſwaſions, as is the Natural Right of Freemen, 
and as our Proteſtant Succeliors declare themſelves willing to 
Jjoynin; and if thoſe who havean equal, nay a greater lntereſt 
than themſelves, will not agree to-(\uch a Liberty, becauſe they 
will be Maſters or nothing ; the Diitenters will have the com- 
fort of thaving diſcharged their own Conſciences, as prudent 
Men and good Chriſtians ought to co, and may ſafely truft 
God with the Event. 

Sir, I thought I hay made an end, but looking your Letter | 
over again, | hd 1 have forgot to agiwcr a reaſyn or two you 
give, Why you doubt whether the Letter be truly M. Fagels : 
You are informc:1 (you fay) that ſuch and ſuch Great Men | 
doubted of it ; but {ume might as well pretc:id to doubt of the 
Truth of that Lettcr, (tho they knew it to be truc) as believe 
Her Majeſty to be with Chiid, almoſt bciore ſhe knew it Her 
{cif ; and that ſhe was quick, when the Embryo, as Acatorniſts 
fay, 1s not much above an Inch Jong ; 1 don't think that Popifh 
Succelliors, like certain weeds, grow faſter than others: "The 
Pcrions Vou name may 1rim, and preſume on their Merit, 
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leaſt they might be thought capable of Reſentment. A dange- 
rous Reflection. 1 ſay their Merit ; you have ſeen a long rela- 
tion of the great ſervices ſome (when they were in power) did 
their Highnelles ; it is bound up with a relation of the true 
cauſes of their {uiterings for their (or rather their Highnetles) 
Religion. You know even how one of them the laſt Summer 
payed them his reverence with all the Reſpect and Humility of 
a due diltaiice, and with the fame caution with which the In- 
Vincible Monarch fights out of Cannon ſhot, But, Sr, though 
the character-of a Trimmer be ordinarily the character of a 
Prude.t Man, there are times and ſeaſons when it is not the 
Character of an Honeſt Man. 

. I acknowledge that ſince their Highneſſes Marriage, nothing 
has hapned ſo muck for the good of the Proteſtant latereſt as 
this Letter of M. Fagels, and if I had been either the Writer or 
Adviſer of it, I ſhould be very proud of it, and think the Nati- 
on much in my debt. But Sir, that was not a very good rea- 
ſon to make you doubt ofit; for a good cauſe will have its 
time, tho not ſo often as a bad one, which hath ordinarily the 
Majority on its ſide. 

I am confident at preſent we have all the reaſon in the world 
to expect it, for my own part, though I am neither young nor 
ſtrong, | hope to live to ſce a day of Jubilee in England for all 
that deſerve ic ; when honeſt men ſhall have the ſame pleaſure 
in thinking on theſe times, that a Woman happily delivered 
hath in reflefting on the pain and danger ſhe was in. But 
Knaves ſhall remember them, as 1 am told the damned do their 
fins, Curſing both them and themſelves, 


. Sir, Tam 


Tanuary 12, 1688, Tours. 
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A Letter Writ by Mijn Heer Fagel, Penfioner 
to the Great and Mighty Lords, the States of Holland 
and Wejifriefland. Writ in French oz the gth of April, 

' N. Stike 16838. To the Marquiſs of Atbeville, Envoy 
Extraordinary of His M1j-tv of Great Britain, to the 
High and Mighty the Srates General of the United 
Provinces. To which is preixt an Arcount in Dutch 
of the Letter Writ by Mijn Heer Fagel, on the 4th of 
November, in the year 1687. to Mr. Stewart,. written 
by the faid Pen/toner, and Publiſhed by his Order. 


Printed at the Hague by James Scheltus, Printer to the 
States of Holland and Weltfrieſland. 


Tranſlated out of the French and Dutch into Engliſh. 
READER, 


Gaſpar Fagel, having the honour to : ſerve the Great and 

Mighty States of Holland and Weſtfrieſland, in the Quality 

of their Penſconer, cannot any longer delay the giving the 

Publick this account, that in the month of Fuly laſt 1687. 
I was very earneltly defired by Mr. Fames Stewart Advocate, 
to write to him what were the Prince and Princeſs of Orange's 
Thoughts concerning the repealing the Tef# and the Penal Laws : 
but 1 was not eaſily brought to put Pen to Paper on this ſub- 
ject, becauſe | knew that their Highneſſes Thoughts did not a- 
gree with his Majeſtzes; fo that the writing in ſuch matters was 
extream tender : therefore 1 delayed it till I was more earneſt- 
ly preſſed toit : andit was Intimated to me, that thoſe preſſing 
deſires were made by His Majeſties Knowledge and Allowance: 
at laſt I did according to the mind of their Highneſſes, draw 
the Letter which | writ to Mr. Stewart on the 4th of Nowember: 
] tranſmitted the draught of my Letter to their Highneſſes, and 
received upon it their order to ſend it, after that their Highneſſes 
had read and examined the draught in Dutch, together with the 
Tranſlation of it into E»g/ih : upon all this I ſent my Letter to | 


Mr. 
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Mr. Stewart in the beginning of November ; and received an an- 


Twer from him, by which he ſignified, that he had ſhewed my 


Letter, both to the Earl of Melfert and to the Earl of Sunderland, 
and that it was alſo ſhewed to the King himſelf, nor did he in 
the leaſt intimate to me that it was deſired that I ſhould make 
any great ſecret of it; or take care that it ſhould not become 
publick : That Letter, was afterwards about the middle of Fa- 
weary, Printed in England; and upon its coming over into this 
Country, it has occaſioned a great deal of noiſe ; yet I have not 
hitherto concerned my felf in all thoſe diſcourſes, or 1n all that 


has been writ and printed upon it, but have let all people rea- 


ſon or write concerning it as they pleaſed : Bur I have latcly 
ſeen an Ergliſh Book, entitled, Parliamgntum Pacificum, printed 
in London, 1n this preſent year, by vertuept a Lgcence ſigned by 
the Earl of Sunderland ; in which that Letter writ by me, 1s not 
only called a Pretended Piece, but it is ſaid, that which I had 
{et forth in my Letter, concerning the Prince and Premceſſes 
Thoughts, relating to the repeal of the Teſt and the Penal Laws 
was advanced by me without the knowledge of their Highneſſes, 
at leaſt of her Royal Highneſs : and by this the Reader may be 
perhaps wrought on to believe either that. my Letter was a Pre- 
rended Piece, and Forgery, or that 1 writ it without Order from 
their Highneſſes ; ſince it may indeed ſeem ſcarce probable, that 
the Author could have obtained a Licenſe for the printing of a 
paper that contains ſuch falſhoods'in it, which the Court and in 
particular the Earl of Sunderland could not but know to be ſuch: 
for they know well both that the Letrer was writ by me, and 
that 1 was ordered to write it by their Higneſ7es: ther: fore | 
could not delay any longer to undeceive the World. Thus I 
am obliged to publiſh this account of the matter. 1 have ſti} 
in my pollcſlion, tho!e Letters by which I was carneſtly preſſed 
to wri:c the fore-mentioned Leiter, in which it is expreſly ſ2id, 
that they were writ by His AMajeſties Knowledge and Allowance: 1 
have alſo that Letter in which notice 1s given, that my Letter 
t:d come to hand, -and that it was ſhewed not only to the 
Fails of Melfert and Sunderland, but to his Majeſty himſelf, ſo 
tia: hey know well that it is no Preterded Picce. I have ain 
Ly me the Letter, by which His Higuneſes deſired me to ferd 
!. .-:ierto Mr, Stewart, together will the Engliſh Tranſlati- 

on 


COLE - hs 
on of it : ail which I will print, if I find it neceſſary. So thas 
it is a groſs abule put on the \\orld, to ſty that my Letter is 
a fyygery, ſince asit was truly writ by zze, 10 it has been avow- 
ed by me ever ſince it firſt appeared : And it is a biſe Calum- 
ay and Slander, to fay, that ] writ that account of their I1:gh- 
ze/ſes thoughts concerning the Repeal of the Teft and ihe Penal 
Laws without their knowledge : which appears fo muck the 
more eviclent, ſince it cannet be mages that their [7:4 bneſe 
{es would not have expreficed their uFretentments, at fo high 
and extravazant a preſumption as | ſhoutd have committed, 
1f | had written. any account of their rorghts, without their 
knowledg : All this has obliged me for my own Vindication to 
write the following Letter, to the Nlarqucoſs of Albew:ile, His 
Majeſties Envoy to the States: bccaule i have had mucin dif- 
courſe with him concerning the writing of that Zerrer, long be- 
fore this book called Par/iamentum Pacifcuym was publiſhed : 
_ but I will not engage my ſ{&Ifany further to examine the reaſo- 
_nings of the Author of that Phmphlet : tor I know well, that 
- In thoſe matters the world is divided into very dillerent ſenti- 
meats, and that men are apt to approve or cenlure fuca things, 
according to their preconceived Opinions : Of all this | thought 
it neceſſary to advertiſe my Reader, and to order this account 
of my Letter to be printed by a known Printer, irom a Copy 
ſigned by my hand. At the Hague the 1ctnh. of 4pr:!, 1688, 


GASP ART AGEL 


A Copy of the Letter Writ by Myn Heer 
Fagel, to the Marquis of Albewille, bea- 
ring datc the gth. of April, 1688. 


S I R, 


Here has appeared here an Fng/ſh bock, Printed at Lond nn 

this year, entitled Parlizmentzrm DPacificum Will) a5 Toaor1- 

matur before it fignzd by the Lack of Sundeorlod : t wh 
I cannot but compiain to you Now AVETIT (Ve C2 1 ah fu 
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things of that kind. It is affirmed in that: book, that the Let- 
fr which 1 writ to Mr. Stewart the 4th. of November laſt year, 
concerning the Teſt and the Penal Laws is a Pretended Piece, or 
at lealt that I writ it without order; and without the conſent of 
their Highneſſes, and more particularly of her Roya? Highneſs the 
PRINCESSof ORANGE: I will not engage my ſelf 
to examin and refute the particulars that are in that Book , for 
that were as unſuteable to the Character | bear, as it is to my 
own Inclinations; whichydo both concur in making it unfit for 
me to enter upon a publick diſpute in things of this nature : 
But you cannot think it ſtrange, if I deſire you to call to mind, 
that it was not of my own head that | was engaged to write 
that Letter whicn is now called inqueſtion : it was far from that. 
[ was preſſed by earneſt and often repeated Inſtances for the 
ſpace of four months, that were made to me in His Mafjeſties 
name, to write upon that ſubject; which at laſt prevailed with 
me ; yet | went about it with all the caution that a matter of 
ſuch Importance required ; and ] took care not to write one 
ſingle period in that whole Letter, that I apprehended might 
give His Majeſty the leaſt offence : yet after all 1 ſee this Ler- 
ter is treated as an Impeſture, in a Book publiſhed by Authority : 
tho both his Majeſty and the whole Cour: know the truth of 
this matter ; which Sr, I have in particular owned to your 
ſelf, as being the Kings Miniſter here : as I have alſo owned it 
to all that have ſpoke to me upon the Subje# . But that which 
troubles more is, that I am accuſed for having mad=- uſ2 of 
their Highneſſes name, and in particular of hzr Ryya! Highneſſes 
without their Order, as if [ were capable of fo Iifam us a For- 
gery, and of an [mpoiture ſo unworthy-of any man of honour, 
and that chieily in a matter of fo great Conſequence. Sr, you 
mult not think it ſtrange, if in this I appeal to your ſelf, to 
that which you know, and which you have often owned to me 
your ſelf : that their H:zhnefſes, and particularly Her Royal 
Highneſs have often expre.icd to you their thoughts concerning 
the Teſt and the Penal Laws, contorm to that waich 1 writ in 
their names : Which you owned to me, that you had writ to 
tie Court of England, long before I writ that Letter, and that 
therefore you could not imagin upoa wiat reaſon the Court 
could preſs me ſo much as they did to write to Mr. Stewarr. 
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I do allure you, I find my ſelf very little concerned in what 18 
ſaid inthis late Book, or in any other of that kind : 1 forefaw 
well enough from the beginhing that I ſhould be attacxt upon 
the account of my Letter : in which it was Indiiterent to mc 
what any man thought of it. Put this Beok bing publiſhed by 


the authoaity.of a Licence: granted by the Earl of Sunderland, 


Preſident of His Majeſties Privy Council and Secretary of State, | 
find my honour 1s fo touched in it, that | am obliged to unde- 
ccive the world, of the falſe accuſatiop with which Iam charged 
in it. And I thought $;r, . that I could not do this better, than 
by writing to you, that are His Majeſtys Miniſter, and who 
know perteCtly the truth of the matter that is now called in 
queſtion : and therefore I defire you will write concerning it, 
to the Eafl of Sunderland : I hclieve he has not ſeen or at leatt 
| that he has not conſidered the patllages of that Book that do 
concern me. For l am ſure if he had dorſe that, he would ne- 
ver have Licenſed it : for my Lord Sunderland knows, as wel! 
as any man alive does, that my Letter to Mr. Stewart is no 
Pretended Piece: he himſelf faw the Letter, or at leaſt the Eng- 
liſh Tranſlation of i that 1 ſent along with it : And he coutd 
not but know likewiſe, oth by your Letters, and by what you 
told by word of mouth, that their Highneſſes, and in particular 
Her Regal Highneſs, have often owned to you, theirſenſe of the 
Teft and the Penal Laws, conform to that which 1 writ in their 
name to Mr. Stewart, $So 1 do perſuade my ſelf, that My Lord 
Sunderland will have the Juſtice and Goodneſs to recall this L:- 
cence, which has been obtained of him by a ſurpriſe : and that 
the Author of ſo manifeſt and to Injurious a Calumny, ſhall be 


puniſhed as he deferveth. I will not likewiſe conceal from 


you, the deſign I have of publiſhing an account of all that has 
paſſed i this matter, as well as of this Lerter, which I take the 
liveriy 1:6W to write to you, in which my defign is not to en- 
ter into any diſpute corcerning the mattcr it ſelf, much leſs to 
ottend any perſon whatſoever, but only to cover my Honour 
which 1s ſtruck at by this artrocicus Calumny. I am Sir your 
moſt humble and moſt obcdicnt Scrvant 


GASPER FAGEL. 


. 


[) To 


—_—: 
To all which this Atteſtation of the 
Printer 1s added. 


1 the under ſubſcribing James Scheltus Printer in Ordinary to the 
Great and Mighty Lords the Statesof Holland and W eltfrieflard, 
dovelling in the Hague, do declare and atteſt by theſe preſents, that 
the Writing here publiſhed togetber with the Copy of the Letter writ 
1 French to the Marquis oft Albeville, Envoy Extraordinary of 
His Majeſty of Great Brittain to the States, were delivered mo 
my hands in order to their being Printed, by Mijn Heer Gaſper 
Fagel, Peſioner to the above named Lords and States of Hol- 
lard and Weſtfriefland, and that I have printed them by bis ex- 
zrels Order. At the, Hague the goth of April 1688. 


]. SCHELTUS. 


Some Extracts, out of Mr, James Stewart s 


Letters, which Were communicated to Mijn Heer 
Fagel, the States Penſionary of the Province of Hol- 
lantf. Together with ſome References to Mr. Stewart's 
Printed Letter. 


R. Stewart ſtaid about feven Months, after he had re- 
ceived the Penſionarys Letter, before he thought fit to 

write any Anſwer toit : and then inſtead of fending one in wri- 
ting to the Penſtoner, OT in a Language underſtood by him, he 
has thought fit, by a Civility peculiar to himſelf, to Print an 
Anſwer in Ergliſh, and to fend it abroad into the World, before 
the Penſicner had ſo muchas ſeen it. The many and great Afﬀairs 
that preſs ' hard upon that Eminent Miniſter, together with a 
tad want of Health, by which he has becn long afflicted, have 
made that he had not the leiſure to procure Mr. Sroart's Let- 
ter to be tranſlated to Yo and to compare the Matters of 
kact related to in it, with the Letters that were writ the laſt 
year 
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year by Mr. Stwatr, which are in his Poſſeſſion, nor die he 
think it neceſſary, to make too much haſte; and eh Yefore if he 
has let as many Weeks paſs, ' without ordering an Anſwer to be 
prepared, as the other had done Months, he thought that even 
this Slowneſs, might look like one that deſpiſcd this indecent 
Attempt upon his Honour, that Mr. Stewart has made in giving 
ſo unjuſt a Repreſentation of the matter of Fat. He hopcshe 
is too well known to the World, to apprehend that any Per- 
ſons would entertain the hard ] | 9ughts of him, which Mr. 
Stewart's late Print may have otfcred to them ; and therefore 
he hay proceeded in this matter, with the Slowneſs that he 
thought became his Integrity, fir cg a greater. Haſte might have 
took'd like one that was uneafv, becauſe he knew himlelf to be 

in Fault. As for the reaſoning £8: "of Mr. Stewart's Paper, he 

has already exprefied himlf in his Letter to Mr. 4 "want 
that he will not enter into any Aiguing Upon thoſe Voints, buy: | 
will leave the Matter tothe Judgme: t of every reader; hs 4] 
fore he has given order only to exami ic thoſe Mattcrs of Fai b, | | 
that are ſet forth in the beginning of Mr. Srewar:'s Letters, tha | | 
that ſo the World may have a true Account of the Motives ar 1 

induced him to write his Lerter to Mr. Srewar:, from the words 

of Mr. Stewart's own Letters: And then he will leave it to the 

Judgment of every Reader, whether Mr. Stcwar: has givcil the 

Matter of Fadt fairly. or not. It 1s. true, the Penſioner has not 
thobght fit eo print all Mr. Stewart's Letters ,at their full length; ; 

there are many Particulars in them for which he ; 1s not willing * 

to expoſe him: And in this he has ſhewed a greater Regard to 

Mr. Stewart, than the Uſage that he has met with from him dc- 

ſerves : If Mr. Stewart has kept Co 7 ee of his own Letters, he 

mult ſee that the Penſioners Reſerve els 1s rather * Sroun ded vn 

what he thought became himſelf, than on what Mr. Stewart 

has deſerved of him. But if Mr. Stewart, Or any in his name, 

| will take Advantages from this, that the Letters themſelves are 
not publiſhed, and that here there are only Extras ofthem 

offered to the, W arld, .then the Pex/ioner will be excuſed, if !1e 
Prints them all to, a T Ittle *'The "Truth is, it is ſcarce concei- 
vable how Mr.Srewart could aſſume theConfidence that appears 
'7 his printed Letter, if he have kept Copies of the Letters tt: ar 
he writ Jaſt Year: And if "hen himſelf in Aﬀairs © 
[103 
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ſuch Importance without keeping. Copics of what he writ, it - 
was ſomewikt extraordinary; And yet. this Cenſure is that 
which falls the ſofteſt on him: But I will avoid every thing 
that looks like a, ſharpneſs of De 3 for the Penſioner ex- | 
pects, that he who is to give this Account to the Engliſh Na- 
zioy, ſhould rather conſider the Dignity of the Poſt in which he . 
is, than the Advantages that Mr. Stewart may have given for . 
reply: ſharply on him.. And in this whole matter the Pex/;- 
ongr's Chief Concern is, to.ofter to the World ſuch a Relation of. 
the Occaſions that drew his Letter to Mr. Stewart from him,as 
may juſtify him againſt the falſe Inſinuations that are given : 
He owed this hkewife as an Expreſſion of his ReſpeCt and Duty . 
ta their Highneiſes, in whoſe Name he wrote his Letter, and 
at whom alt thoſe falſe Repreſentations are levelled, though. 
they fall Grit and immediately upon him{elf. _ 
The Sum of the Matter of Fact, as it is reprefented by Mr. 
Stewart, amounts to this, © That he was ſo ſurpriſed to ſee in 
« Fanuary lait, the Per /ioner's Letter to him in Print, that he, 
« was inclined to disbelieve his own Eyes, conſidering the re-. 
« motenels of the Occaſion that was given for that Lerter : That. 
, he had 'never writ to the Penſioner, but was expreſly cautioned 
, againſt it , but that ſeeing the Sincerity of the King's Antenti- 
, ons, he was deſirous to contribute his ſmall Endeavours for 
, the advancing ſogood aWork and for that end he-obraied leave 
,o write to a private Friend, whu: he judged might have Op-. 
« portunity to repreſent any thing he.could ſay to the beſt Ad-, 
, Yantage - But that of tlie Zerters which he writ to his Friend, 
, there were only two intended for Communication, in which 
. he ſtudiedto,cvince the Equity and Expediency, of repealing 
, the. Tet} and the Penal Laws: And that witha peculiar regard, 
, ts the. Prince and Princeſs Orangi's Itereſt ; and he deſired that, 
this might be imparted to. Friends, but chiefly to thate at the 
? Hague. And-that this was the Subſtance of all that he writ 
. Orr that Occafion. But finding _that the Prince had already de- 
, Clared himſelf in thoſe Matters, he reſolvedto inſiſt no further: 
. Yet bis Fiing inſtruating, "That, he had ſtill Hopes to get a 
- more diſtinct and fatisfping Anſwer, from a better Hand, tho 
| without naming the Peffon, he attended the [ſue ; and a- 
- bout the beginning. of Noverper, almoſt Three Months after 
h "IO & | 
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* his firſt writing, he received the Perſioners Letter , though he 
had not writ to him ( which is repeated again and again ) and' 
in it an Account of the Princeand Princeſs of Orange's Thoughts 
* about the Repeal of the. Teſts and Penal Laws (which he had not 
* delired ) upon which he took ſome eare to prevent the- ptb- 
* Wiſhing of it : Put when he ſaw it in Print, he clearly percei- 
* ved that it was printed in Helland; and fo wonders how the: 
* Penſioncy could fay, that it was printed m England, wii. 'he 
* found in his printed Letter to Mr, 4 Albeville; he knows ot 
* upon what Provocation the Penſioncr writ that i.etter ; bu: 
"init he finds that he writ, that he was delired' by him'e!f 79 
© pive bim an Account of the Prince and Princeſs of Nrange'sThughts, 
©and that theſe preſſing Defires were made to him by His 
* Majeſtics Knowledge and allowance; this being 1o d:ti:rent 
©from the Letters he nad wrirc, of whici he is ſure that the Ac- 
* count he has given is true in every point, He was forced to 
* yvindicate the the King's 'Honour and his own Duty. He writ: 
*not out of any curiolity to know their Highnel[ſes Thouzh's, 
* which were alrcady known, they having b:en ſigntied to the 
© Marquis off Albgwille, and therefore he had no Orders from tlie 
*King for writing-on that Subject, but only a Yermiſſion to uſe 
© his little Endeavou rs for the advancing of his Service ; but it 
* was never moved to him to write, either in the King's Name 
* or in the Name of any of his Secretaries. "This is Mr. Srewer:'s 
Account in the firſt Nince Pages of his Letter, ani is {&: wn 
In his. own Words.” 

Now in Xe any to all this, it will appear from the fo! low- 
ing Extratts, that Mr. Stewart writ to his Friend, as th: mot 
"7 xchod Interpreter for addreſſing himſelf to the Penſioner j i bat 

e repeated his Propoſition trequently, finding his. Frie®. une 
willing to engage in fo critical a matter, He vives great iu. 
rances of his Majeſty's Reſolutions wever to al.cr the F:creſſum 
(which 1s plainly the Language of a Treaty } +: preiivs over 
and over again to know the Prince's Mind, wrott concurrence 


in the matter would be the bet Guarentee Of to tort Tis 
by name defſes his Letr:rs may be thewed to ho race end 
Princeſs of Orange (thoug! he iiys, te only © (EM) (© 
be ſhewed to Friends at the Heugue : (1 it leem. ie 11:5 te mo- 


defty to reckon them among the number of h.s Friends , but it 
| 's 
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' 18a queſtion whetker their Highnsſſes do. ſo or not.) He ſays 
in one Letcer, That what he writ was' from his Majeſty himſelf, 
and enlarges-more fully on this in two other Lerrers; and he 
deſires, that the Prince's 4nſwers, with his Reaſons, might be an- 
derſtood ; which very probably gave the Occaſion to all the 
reaſoning part of the' Pexſiover's Letter. And it appears by that 
Letter, that the Return to all this was expected by the King, 
and in almoſt every Letter he preſſes for a Return. And in con- 
cluſion, upon his receiving the Penſtoner's Letter, he expreſles 
likewiſe a great ſenſe of the Honour done him in it ; that he 
had fo far complied' with his infigaihicant Endeavours, he men- 
tions his acquainting both-the King and the Earls of Sunderland 
and Melfort witly it ; and in another Letter, after new Thanks 
for the Penſioner's Letter, he laments that it was ſo long delayd. 
But all theſe things will appear more evident to the Reader 
from the Paſſages drawn out of Mr. Stewart's own Letters, 
which follow. Mr. Stewart ſeems not to know upon what 
Provocation the Perſioner Writ to Mr. 4 .Alheville, and yet the 
Ponſioner had ct that forth in the Letter it ſelf ; for the Pamph- 
let entituled Parl:amentum Pacificum, that was Licenſed by the 
Eerl of Sunderland, contained ſuch RefleCtions on his Letter to 
Mr. Stewart, either asa Forgery, or as @ thing done without the 
Princeſs of Orange's Knowle dge, that the Penſioner judged himfelt 
bound in Honour to do himſelf right, As for Mr. Stewar:'s Cri- 
ticalneſs, in knowing that the Pen/zoner's Letter was firſt Prin- 
ted in Holland, and his Reflection on the Perſioner for inſihua- 
ting that the Letter was firſt Printed in Ezpland, it is very like 
that Mr. Stewart, after ſo long a Practiſe in Libels, knows how 
to diſtigguiſh between the Prints of the ſeveral Nations better 
than the Penſzoner, whoſe courſe of Life has raiſed him above all 
ſuch Praftices, But it is certain, that whereſoever it was firſt 
Printed, the Penſczoner writ ſincerely, and believed really it was 
firſt Printed in England. This is all that ſeemed necellary to 
>: ſaid for an Introduction to the following Extrads. 


July 
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July 12. 1687. 


AF D I aſſure yeu by all I can find here, the eff ab/:ſhment of thes 
equal Liberty x has Majeity's utmoſt Deſign —— I wiſh yer 
eople at the Hague do not miſtake tco far both bis Majelty and 
the Diſlenters ; for as 1 have aiready told you bis Majelty's utmoſt 
Deſign, and have ground to velicve, That his Majelty will preſerve 
"and obſerve the I rue Right of Succeſſion, as a thing moſt ſacred.; 
fo I muſt entreat yiu to remark, That the Offence that ſome of the 
Church of Engla 1d Men take at Adareſſing, ſeems to me unaccoun- 
table, and 1s apprehended by the Dillenicrs to preceed ſo certainly 
from their former and wonted Spirit, that they begin to think them- 
elves in large more Hazard from the Church of England's Re-ex- 
altation than all the Papiſtsebeir Advantages. And next, toat the 
Prince is thought to be abuſed by ſome there to a too great Miſlike of 
that which can never wrong him, but will im probability m the even: 
be wholly in his own power -— —=— 1 hope you will conſicver and 
make your beſt uſe of theſe things - 1 expect an Account: 
of this per firſt, I mean, an Anſwer to this Letter, and pray 
Improve it to the beſt Advantage. 


The Second Lettcr, without a Date. 


Hat it is a thing moſ# certain, that his Majeſty is reſuled 9 
obſerve tae Succeſlion to the Crown as a thing moſt ſacred, 

and is far from all Thoughts of altering the ſame ;, and-that his Ma- 
feſty is wery deſirous to have the Prince and irincels of Orange to 
conſent to and concur with him in eſtabliſhing this Liberty ——= $9 
that upon the whole it may be feared, that if the Prince continue c- 
ſftinate im refuſing his Majeſty, he may fall under Suſpici;nns of the 
greateſt part of kngland and of all Scotland, to be tov great a Fa- 
vourer of the Church of England, and conſequently a perſon hee 
they have reaſowto dread —— And many think that th;s Complianice 
in the Prince, might be further a wiſ: part, b»th as ts the Concilta- 
ting of bis Majclty's greatcr Favour, and the begttiing of an Un- 
derftanding betwixt the King and the States ; and the Parliament 
will conſene_ to the Liberty ſo much the rather, that they havea Pro- 


te;tant 
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"'teftant Succeflor in proſpe&? I cannot” on theſe things make any 
concluſion, but ſimply leave them to your Refleftton, and the beſt uſe 
you pleaſe to make of them <— — | will expect your Anſwer per 
_ firlt. 


-V'Vindlor, July. 18. 16597. 


"THE Hints that I gave you in my —__— Letters I (hall now 
explain more fully in this —— And therefore I heartily wiſh, 

that the Prince and Princeſs may underſtand. all that you think need- 
fuel on this Subjeft. It troubles his Majeſty to find them ſo averſe 
from approving this Liebrty, and concurring for its Eſtabliſhment 
.—ſo that in truth I cannot ſee why their Highneſſes ſhould not em- 
- brace cheerfully ſo fair an Opportunity to gratify both his Majeſty and 
the far greater aud better part of the Nation - —--- Now upon the 
"whole ;, I expect that you will make all T have written fully known 
at the Hague, eſpecially with the Prince —- But the main thing 1 
expect from you, is to have your mind, whether or not his Highneſs 
may be ſo diſpoſed, as that a well Choſen Informer ſent to himſelf 
omg perfect the Work. And this Anſwer I will expett per firſt ; 
where ever the Prince be, you know who are to be [poken and how 
w——— — 1agam entreat your Care and Diſpatch in this, with your 


Return. 


London, July 29. 1687. 


WW bt of the 19 July, with my laſt of the 26th July, V. S:. wi!l 

1 am ſure ſatisfy you fully ; for therein I have indeed anſwered 
all can be objected, and have given you ſach an Accomm of the Con- 
firmation of all T have writ trom his Majelty himſelf, :har I muſt 
- thivk it a Fatality if your people remain obſtinate. And I again 
aſſure you, if your people be obſtinate, it wil be fatal to rhe poor 
Dilſenters, and I fear produftive of Ills yet. unbcard of ; ard there- 
fore pray conſider my J.ctters, and let me know if there be any 
place to receive laformation by a good Hand -- but bywever, 
let us endeavour Good ail we can, and I aſſure you I have my 
W arrcait.. Haſte your Aniwer. 


- -* -—_ 


\ ind(or 


; (33) 
Windſor, Aug. 5. 1687. 

ND ina word, believe me, if the Prince wil; do what is de- 
ſired, it rs the beſt ſervice to the Proteſtants, the higieſt 


_ Obligation on his Majelty, and the greateſ# Advancement of hu 
own Irnereſ? that he can tbink on , but if not, then all « contrary 


But pray haite an Anſwcr. 


Windſor, Aug. 1g. 1687. 


H.:we yowrs of the 15. Inftant, long looked for ; you remark, that 

on bawv? received me of the 26 of July, but ſay nothing of that 

of the 19. *:11ch 2vas my fulleſt, 20d which laflure you was writ, 
not only wi''1 permiſſioa, but according to his Majeſties Mind 
ſuffic'-+tly --preficd; our Religion ought certainly to be dear- 
_ertov+ than att earthly Concerns. it is very true what youſay, 
that miltakes about its Concerns (eſpecially in ſuch a time)may 
be of the greateſt Importance, which no doubt ſhould perfiwade to 
a very ſcrupulons Caution : But yet I am ſatisfied, Fat the ſimple 
Repreſenting of what was wrote to you ( which was all I requi- 
red) was no ſuch difficult Task — But to be plain with you, 
as my Friend, your return was wot only long delayed, but I obſerve 
ſuch a Coldneſs in it, different from the ſtrain of your former, that 1 


think I miſtake net when I underſtand by your Letter more por {ui 


| wiſh the P. may ſee or hear this from end to ec 


expreſs 
London, Aug. 22. 1687. 


I Have yours of the 16th Inſtant ; when I [aid your laſt was more 
- Cool, I meant not as your Affection, but as to your diligenee in 
that Aﬀair for.l am perſwaded, that the eftabliſhing of tha 
Libertyby Law,  nct only the Intereſt of Proteſtant Diſlenters above 
all others, but that his Highneſs's conlenting to it, would be its 
ſecure Guarantee both againſt Changes and Abuſes —— 4s you 


love the Quiet of good Men and me, leave off Complements and Cere- 


monies, and diſcourſe his Highneſs of all I have written — — 


I am now haſt ening toScotland ———— but may return ſhortly; tor 
the Kings 1s molt deſirous to gain the Prince and he will be un- 
Bot doubted- 


« 
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doubtedly the beſt Guarantee to us of ths Liberty, and alfoto binder - 
all your Fears abour Popery. 


Newwark,: Aug; 26. 168 7. 


\ ©, new I muſt tell you, that though —— I know -— —te 
LI be my wery good Friend, yet be hathnot anſwered my ExpeCati- 
en; for you ſee that to ſeven of mine, be gave me not one Word of 
Anſwer ; although I rold bim, that the ſubſtance of them was 
writ by the King's Allowance, and a Return.cxpectcd by him-- 
beſides, the Anſwers he makes arc either Generals or Complements, 
whereas my deſire was, that the Prince ſhould know things, and 
that his Anſwer with his Reaſons might be. underſtood, — 
but any Friend has delayed and ſcruffed things. 


From Scotland, Septemb. '24. - 1687. + 


Have yours of rhe 30th of. Aug. but bave delayed fo long to an- 
\fwer, becauſe I bad written other Letters to you whereof I yet ex- 


% 


Levgrt Return— == my moſt humble Duty to my Friend at 
the Hague... 


Edmburg; Octob.28. 1687.- 


{ A *$ for that more =, ama Aﬀair, wherewith I have Jong trou- 

. bled you, I need aid no more ; my Conſcience bears me Witneſs, 
T bave dealt ſincerely for the Freedom of the Goſpel-----1 had cer- 
taigly long &re now written to the Penſioner Fagel, were it not 
that 1 judged you were a better Interpreter of any thing I could 
fay:: 1 know his real Concern for the Proteſtant Religion; and hat 
newer forget bis undeſerrved Reſpet} to me; but alas ! that Provi- 
dences. ſhould be ſo ill underſtood. - - 


London, Novyemb. 8. * 1687. 
[| Have yours of the 1ft of November-----the encloſed from the T.. 


Penſionary ſurprize me with a Teſtimony of his Favour and 


ITT and alſo of his ſincere Love to the Truth, and fair and 
ia Reaſoning upon the preſent Subjett of Liberty, beyond what 1 


cax 
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cam-expreſs : be hath ſeriouſly done too much for me ; bit the more be 
hath dune m cemplience with my inſienificant Fndeavours, the wore 
I judge and eftcem his noble and zealons Concern for Religion and 
Peace, which I am certam could only 32 this Matter be his jujt M-- 
zzve: I hope you will teſtify to 3:m my deep Senſe of bis Favorr :nd 
moſt ſerious Profeſſion of Duty with all Diligence, until The cc! 
jo make his L. a direct Return. 1 ſhowed the Letter to my 1.14 
Melfort, who was ſatisfied with tt. | 


London, Novemb. 6. 1687. ' Which it ſeems 
is by a miſtake of the Date. 


Þ Have your laſt, but have been ſo baraſſed and toited, thit T have 

ws bad time to 2rite to you, much lefs to my L. Pcnfionary ; 
get ſince my Iaſt, | acquainted the Earl of Sunderiand with his 
Antwer, as the King ordered me ; but I ſee al Hope from your 
Side zs given quite over ,, and Men are become as cold init here as 
you are poſitive there. 


London, Novemb, 19. 1687. 


Y my laft of the 8th. Inſtant, I gave you notice of the Receipt of 
my Lord Penſionary's Letter, and what was and is my Sence 
of bis Extraordinary Kindneſs and Concern in that Aﬀair. Since 
that time | have' had the Oppertunity to ſhew them to the 
King, and at his Command:did read to him diltintly out of 
the Engliſh Copy ell the Account given of her Highnefſes mind 
touching the Penal Statutes and the Teſt ; and withall, hgnified 
the Sum of what was ſubjoyned, eſpecially the Reſpet? and Diference 
therein Expreſſed to his Majelty's Perſon and Government, but to 
my own Repret, I find that this Anſwer hath becn too Jong de- 
layed , and that now the King is quite over that Matter, being no 
ways ſatisfied with the Diſtinction made of the Teits from the Penal 
Laws ; andna leſs poſitive, that bis Highneſs ts neither to be pre- 
wvailed upon, nor ſo much as to be further treated with in this 
Inter. | | 
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The: Concluſion. 


A. N D-thus all that relates to the: Occaſon that drew the 


this Diſcovery is uneaſfie to Mr. Stewart, he has none to blame 
for it but himſelf.” It is very likely the firſt Article of his me- 
Tit, for the defacing of all that was paſt, was the Pains he took 
to work on their Highneſſes, by the Penſioners means : But that 
avigg\fajleq! IFC ofye Lever, that he has publiſhed up- 
it'may come: in for a {ſecond Article ; And now the Re- 
proaches to which this Diſcovery muſt needs expoſe him, mult 
mpleat his Merit. If upon all this he is not highly rewarded he 
has il} Luck, and (mall Encouragement will be given to others 
toſtrve the Court as he has done. But if he has great Rewards, 
Rt muſt-bo acknowledged that he has paid dear for them ; the 
printing and Gſributing 15000 Copies of his Lerrer, is only 
the publiſhing his- Shame to 15000 perſons, though it is to be 
doubted if ſo many could be found in - the Nation who would 
give themſelves the Trouble to read fo ill a Paper. 


4 


hy 


\K Pemfioners Letter from him, appears in its true light. It 
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